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Charles Lavigerie, Founder of the White Fathers, 1884

A NEW MISSION IN OSHAWA

Dear Friends,

Two small parishes—one French-speaking and
one English-speaking—have recently been
merged to form a single Pastoral Unit. Though
only 3.3 kilometers apart, each community carries
its own history, culture, and rhythm of life.
Bringing them together is both a gift and a
challenge.

The French parish, LAssomption de
Notre-Dame, serves the francophone community
s of the Durham Region. Its members come from
Québec and from across the Francophone world—
Cameroon, Burundi, Rwanda, Congo, Haiti, and
many other places. The English parish, St Philip
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the Apostle, is likewise multicultural, reflecting the diversity of Oshawa itself. Together, these

two communities form a rich tapestry of languages, traditions, and stories.

Although we speak of a “pastoral unity,” the reality is clear: each parish lives fully in its
own language and cultural world. French is spoken exclusively at LAssomption de
Notre-Dame, and English at Saint Philip the Apostle. With two languages and two distinct
cultural identities, each community naturally needs its own pastoral rhythm, sensitivities, and
way of gathering. This unity becomes real not by blending everything together, but by serving
each parish according to its own identity.

At LAssomption, the rhythm includes one weekday Mass and two Sunday Masses,
supported by the prayer of the rosary, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and the priests’
availability for the Sacrament of Healing and Reconciliation before Wednesday Masses. At
Saint Philip, three weekday Masses and two Sunday Masses shape the weekly life of the parish,
with similar moments of prayer and pastoral presence on Friday Masses.
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The staff, volunteers, and parish workers in both communities have been open and helpful.
Saint Philip’s also hosts a small community of religious sisters—the Carmelite Missionary
Sisters of St. Thérese of the Child Jesus (CMSSTCJ)—with two permanent members in
residence. Their quiet dedication, along with the generosity of parish teams, has made our first
steps lighter.

We reside in the rectory just a few meters from the French parish—a clean, cozy,
medium-sized house that already feels like home. We are blessed with the help of a dedicated
lady who takes care of cleaning, laundry, ironing, occasional groceries, and cooking. Her
kindness and efficiency have been a true support in these early days.

This new mission also reflects the heart of our own congregation’s vocation: to serve where
the Church needs us most, to accompany multicultural communities, and to build bridges
across languages, cultures, and histories. In Oshawa, this missionary spirit finds a concrete
expression in walking with two distinct parishes, helping them grow in unity while honoring
the richness of their identities.

We also announce that on Sunday, October 4, 2026, the official installation of Fr. Jean Bosco
as pastor of both parishes will take place.

Armand Galay, MAfr. - Oshawa Community
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