/”/&’6’/'0/( Letter

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
FROM THE MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA
(WHITE FATHERS)

June 2026
Charles Lavigerie, Founder of the White Fathers, 1884

A NEW REALITY - A NEW VISION

Dear Friends,

The first Missionaries of Africa arrived in Quebec City 125 years ago. Since then, many from
Canada have followed in their footsteps, offering themselves to the service of the mission in
Africa. They have given many years of faithful service and many now live in residential care
centres, mainly in Quebec and Sherbrooke. This new reality does not stop us from dreaming. It
does not mean we sit back, waiting to “turn off the lights”. A good atmosphere continues to
exist with a desire to find new ways of continuing our presence as Missionaries of Africa in
Canada.

Within this new reality, we have a renewed vision, centring on three concrete projects:

e The Afrika Centre, based in our community in Montreal, has existed Centre Afrika
for a number of years, but it is continuing to develop and expand, ,/0.\-
opening doors to new possibilities. Through sessions, encounters, and "5 W=
cultural presentations people become aware of Africa, the rich Vedn’ /
diversity in African cultures and the work of our Society. We are
privileged to have a growing number of contributors and  ueoroserauTesouoare
collaborators, participating in the Centre’s activities, including a growing interest from
young people. The Centre has new projects in the pipeline. You can learn more about
events at Centre Afrika on our website: www.centreafrika.com, available in both English

and French.
NEW INSERTIONS:

e Qur presence in the Archdiocese of Toronto is also entering a new phase. Following
discussions and dialogue with the Archdiocese of Toronto, we have accepted
responsibility for two smaller parish communities — the parish of Assomption de Notre
Dame (French-Speaking) and the parish of St. Philip the Apostle (English-Speaking) —
both in Oshawa, about 70 kms from Toronto. Fr. Jean Bosco Nthebuwayo, from Burundi,
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has been appointed as pastor by the Cardinal Archbishop of Toronto. He will be joined
by Fr. Armand Galay, from the Philippines, who will assist Fr. Jean Bosco in the parish.
Both Fr. Jean Bosco and Fr. Armand will leave the Toronto community to take up their
new appointments on 24 June 2026.

e We have returned to Quebec City, the place where it all started in Canada 125 years
ago. We now have “boots on the ground” in the parish of St. Roch in Quebec City. Our
three confreres — Fr. Serge St-Arneault, Br. Denis Walsh and Fr. Jean-Paul Guibila — are
currently following an intensive introductory course, helping them to feel part of the
Archdiocese of Quebec. As with all Missionaries of Africa, they will soon bring their
diverse missionary experiences to the parish of St. Roch. as they fully immerse
themselves in their pastoral ministry.

Fr. Jean-Paul Guibila and the Cardinal Gérald-Cyprien Lacroix, Archbishop of Quebec

We continue to be blessed with many friends, who support us spiritually and financially. Your
generosity towards our projects and our mission helps us to move forward with confidence. We
ask you to pray for our elderly confreres as they go through changes in their lives. One of them,
Fr. Jean-Marie Chamberland, will celebrate 75 years of missionary commitment in June of this
year and 102 years of life in September. In a particular way, we ask for your prayers for Fr. Jean-
Claude Pageau, who was recently diagnosed with cancer of the pancreas.

May the breath of the Spirit of Pentecost continue to inspire us as we look forward toward the
future.
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